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Above left: James Witwicki protests against the city’s demand that the First United Church turn 
away homeless due to capacity concerns. Bottom right: Tasha Marshall and Theo Tyson, who 
have been sleeping in Stanley park for the past two months, sit outside the church Wednesday. 
They say the cold weather has become unbearable and that there’s nowhere else to go. 
Homeless shut out of shelter
By DANIEL PALMER
V
ancouver’s homeless may be left 
out in the cold after the city de-
cided to enforce fire code bylaws 
Wednesday at a Downtown East-
side shelter.
Rev. Ric Matthews of First United 
Church said he was instructed by the 
city manager and fire chief to adhere to 
a 240-person occupancy limit. In the 
past, the 24-hour shelter has often been 
30 to 50 persons over its capacity.
“You’ll have to ask the city about the 
timing,” said Matthews.
“During the Olympics, we had 320 
people in this building frequently…and 
somehow, even though the regulators 
went through this building regularly, 
they felt while it wasn’t conforming to 
code, it wasn’t that dangerous.”
Matthews said turning away the 
homeless and providing them with no 
alternatives erodes a community rela-
tionship that has taken years to build. 
On Wednesday evening, the doors to 
First United were locked for the first 
time in three years and one staff mem-
ber turned away 27 people.
“He said quite clearly that it was the 
worst night of all his days at First Unit-
ed,” said Matthews.
Matthews also criticized B.C. Hous-
ing’s decision not to provide 160 winter 
response beds this year.
“We see this political fight happen-
ing between the city and the province 
and so what happens is that innocent 
individuals that are the most vulnera-
ble in society are being caught up in 
this political conflict,” he said. 
“I really wish we could get beyond 
that and … create an integrated collec-
tive approach to this issue.”
Judy Graves, city of Vancouver hous-
ing advocate, said the decision to en-
force fire codes did not come lightly.
“We’ve made every possible attempt 
over three years to modify the life safe-
ty behaviour of First United and Ric 
has just refused to allow the situation 
to be modified to a safe extent.” 
The city has four buildings available 
for shelter use that could open within 
hours if they had provincial support, 
said Graves.
“That’s not a political war, it’s a mat-
ter of provincial priorities. The prov-
ince has to decide whether it’s OK to 
leave hundreds of people outside in 
weather like this,” Graves said.
A B.C. Housing spokeswoman said 
this year’s funding includes a 26-space 
women-only shelter as well as 42 sea-
sonal spaces set to open in mid-month.
“While shelters play an important 
role to help people break the cycle of 
homelessness, the province and the 
city are focused on permanent support-
ive housing,” said the official, who 
asked that her name not be used.
Rapid tests
help detect 
early signs 
of HIV/AIDS
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
the days of testing only high-risk individuals for HIV/AIDS are gone, according to Dr. Réka Gus-
tafson, medical health officer of Van-
couver.
 “For many years we thought we 
only needed to test people who are at 
high risk,” said Gustafson at a rapid 
HIV test hosted by UBC in honour of 
World AIDS day. 
“What we’ve learned is that that is a 
very poor way of actually achieving 
what we want to do, which is early di-
agnosis.”
She urged the general public to shift 
their concept of HIV/AIDS testing from 
a problem for “someone else” to one 
that everybody should partake in.
Gustafson said early diagnosis not 
only benefits the HIV-positive person 
by providing them with early care, sup-
port and medication, but also helps 
others who may have undetected HIV.
“Ending the transmission of HIV is 
within our grasp, we can actually do 
this,” she said. “But everyone has a job 
to do, and everybody’s job is to have an 
HIV test.”
Paige Zhang, 20, has spearheaded 
the UBC Student Health’s Seek and 
Treat for Optimal Prevention of HIV/
AIDS (STOP) campaign. She demon-
strated the ease of the test by taking it 
herself. 
“I felt like it was a really good way to 
reach out to students and to break that 
barrier,” said Zhang, a UBC physiology 
student. “[It’s a way] to talk about HIV/
AIDS not as a scary life-threatening 
disease, but . . . if you have HIV, it’s just 
a chronic, manageable illness.”
Engineering physics student Laz 
Milovanovic, 23, was the second in line 
to take the rapid HIV test. 
Like Zhang, Milovanovic is an active 
member of UBC Student Health, work-
ing as a wellness peer educator and 
sexual health educator with the 
school’s sexual health team.
“What we focus on is the peer-to-
peer connection, when we offer sup-
port if they need it,” he said of the 
health team’s approach to sex and 
health education. “The peer aspect is 
really what makes it stand out.”
UBC provides pre- and post-counsel-
ling for those taking the test, and the 
STOP program provides fully funded 
medication for those who test positive.
Milovanovic said he would like to 
eventually see more post-secondary 
campuses take part in the growing 
“knowledge network” of sexual health 
education pertaining to HIV/AIDS.  
Early diagnosis and 
change in public attitude 
towards disease needed 
to end transmission of HIV
First United Church closes its doors, leaving needy to look elsewhere
By EMMA CRAWFORD
 
the Missing Women inquiry contin-ued its seventh week Thursday with Cheryl Tobias, the RCMP’s 
lawyer, having the opportunity to 
cross-examine Vancouver’s Deputy 
Chief Doug LePard.
Tobias addressed the VPD’s reason-
ing for turning the case over to the 
RCMP without further continuing its 
own investigation.
LePard responded by explaining that 
it is normal practice to turn over cases 
that occur in other jurisdictions, and it 
is not always the case that the two sys-
tems would work together.
“The most serious offence clearly 
had occurred in Coquitlam,” he said. 
“The way policing works in the Lower 
Mainland is that there is going to be a 
primary agency.”
Tobias questioned LePard as to why 
it was believed the crimes were being 
committed exclusively in Coquitlam 
and said most of the evidence to sup-
port this was based on second- or third-
hand information. 
She cited the example of eyewitness 
reports of Pickton claiming to be able 
to dispose of bodies and that he had a 
meat grinder and “can make people 
disappear” being used as evidence the 
investigation should be focused in Co-
quitlam. LePard agreed that this is not 
an explicit admission by Pickton that 
he committed any crime.
Commissioner Wally Oppal prefaced 
the day’s hearings by saying he had ob-
jections to some of the previous day’s 
questioning. 
Darrell Roberts, the lawyer repre-
senting First Nations interests at the 
inquiry, suggested Wednesday that 
LePard had given “false evidence” to 
move the blame for the flawed investi-
gation from the VPD onto the RCMP.
“I am very troubled by some of the 
allegations made yesterday…that VPD 
Deputy LePard was lying,” Oppal said. 
“I will ask the lawyers to be careful in 
the language that is used.”
“It will be for me to decide who is 
correct and who is not,” he said. 
VPD chief defends decision at inquiry
Doug LeP-
ard says it 
is normal 
practice to 
turn cases 
over to 
the RCMP 
when they 
pertain to 
other juris-
dictions 
“That’s not a political 
war
JUDY GRAVES
City of Vancouver 
housing advocate
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Downtown 
Eastside 
condo plans 
a ‘disgrace’
Author Naomi Klein stood 
by protestors yesterday to 
address the lack of social 
housing in Vancouver’s 
poorest neighbourhood
By MARTIN WISSMATH
Condo development in the Down-town Eastside is a “disgrace,” said Canadian social activist and au-
thor Naomi Klein at a protest event 
yesterday.
Klein joined members of the Occupy 
Vancouver movement with about 200 
people in the Downtown Eastside to 
protest the development of the Pantag-
es Theatre at 138 East Hastings Street. 
The site is planned for condos rather 
than social housing demanded by the 
community.
“This is a disgrace,” Klein said. “And 
I’m proud to be with you, saying ‘No.’ 
Drawing the line.” 
Klein said Vancouver has the least 
affordable housing in North America 
and throughout the Commonwealth 
countries.
“For housing to be affordable it is 
supposed to take three years of income 
to be able to buy a home,” she said. 
“In Vancouver it takes nine and a 
half years.”
Klein said gentrification elsewhere 
in Vancouver had increased the acute 
housing problem in the DTES. She 
called out property developer Marc 
Williams, who owns the Pantages The-
atre site, saying he “should be deeply 
ashamed of himself.”
“Marc Williams is acting as if this is 
a game,” Klein said. “And he is playing 
with people’s lives. This is not a game. 
This is survival.”
Several representatives of the group 
calling themselves Sequel 138 after the 
Pantages’ former address, were also 
present.
“This makes me sick,” said Fraser 
Stewart, a three year resident of the 
Downtown Eastside. He lives in single 
resident occupancy housing. 
“Average rent is now $800 to $1000.” 
Stewart said only 12 per cent of hous-
ing is now affordable for people on wel-
fare in the Downtown Eastside, when it 
was over 50 per cent a few years ago.
Mary-anne Joseph was also living in 
the Downtown Eastside until last 
month, when she was evicted because 
the landlord raised her rent.
“He wanted to raise my rent to $1000. 
I couldn’t afford that,” she said. 
“They say I should just go home, but 
the home situation there is even 
worse.” Joseph, from Smithers, B.C. 
said most of her family is now living in 
the Downtown Eastside.
Youth centre helps disadvantaged 
teens with a special benefit concert
The event featured Bed-
ouin Soundclash, who took 
time to sign autographs 
and sing earlier in the day 
CARLY WIGNES photo
Jay Malinowski, of Bedouin Soundclash, serenades a 
group of teens at the Broadway Youth Resource Centre.
Kwantlen council in mayhem
Members of the Student Association were escorted off the Surrey 
campus yesterday after students voted for their removal from office
MATT LAW photos
(Top) Ousted KSA council members Nipun Pandey 
(right) and Bobby Padda, along with other members 
of the former council were presented with letters from 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University before they were es-
corted off campus. Members of the former council were 
demanding access to their personal belongings in the 
student association offices.
(Above)Nina Sandhum, former Director of Finance for 
the KSA, reads a letter before being escorted off campus. 
There have been no statements about what the letter 
said.
By PATRICK JOHNSTON
C
ontroversy continues to swirl 
around the Kwantlen University 
Student Association, as five 
ousted council members were 
removed yesterday by university secu-
rity.
The group, including former director 
of finance Nina Sandhu, attempted to 
enter the KSA’s offices at the Surrey 
campus in the morning.
“We are here to work,” Sandhu told 
The Voice by phone.
Before this altercation, KSA staff 
and newly appointed councillors were 
assessing the association’s affairs, fol-
lowing a contentious vote the day be-
fore.
At Wednesday’s special general 
meeting, students voted unanimously 
to dismiss 12 council members, includ-
ing Sandhu and president Harman 
“Sean Birdman” Bassi. 
The dozen were also prohibited from 
further student union activities.
At the meeting, five new members 
were appointed to join the remaining 
four councillors. 
This new council will maintain the 
association’s functions until elections 
are held in early 2012.
The meeting was repeatedly disrupt-
ed, with students lined up outside be-
ing sprayed with chemicals by un-
known assailants and the fire alarm 
being pulled twice.
Sandhu alleged the “bear mace” was 
mainly directed towards students who 
were accusing the meeting’s organiz-
ers of racism. 
“Some students have said it’s a race 
issue, but we’re not claiming it’s a race 
issue,” she said.
Sandhu and Bassi hired extra pri-
vate security on Wednesday because 
she felt her safety was threatened and 
that “students were shouting lies to 
me,” she said. 
The university’s security service had 
recommended Envy Security Services 
to her, she said.
Kwantlen University spokesperson 
Joanne Saunders said the university 
takes anything to do with students seri-
ously.
Saunders said university adminis-
trators had been concerned about the 
KSA for years and wrote letters to the 
provincial minister of finance in 2008 
and 2010, proposing changes to the So-
ciety Act, which governs the KSA.
Alberta’s act governing post-second-
ary education was a good model, she 
said, because it “allows for interven-
tion from the minister if there are alle-
gations of misconduct.”
The new council was busying re-
viewing the association’s business and 
had instructed the seven lawyers re-
tained by the previous council to cease 
activity until further notice, Langley 
campus director Jennifer Campbell 
said. 
As well, banks were told to freeze 
the association’s accounts until signing 
authority could be granted to the new 
council.
Campbell also said the new council 
needed to hire a new general manager 
and a chief returning officer for the 
2012 election.
By CARLY WIGNES
Bedouin Soundclash’s Jay Ma-linowski serenaded an audience of about 100 youth yesterday after-
noon in anticipation of a benefit con-
cert held later that night downtown.
Proceeds from the concert were 
raised for the Broadway Youth Re-
source Centre as part of Re*Generation 
– a movement led by Virgin Mobile 
Canada and Virgin Unite that aims to 
help homeless and at-risk youth 
throughout the country.
An alumnus of the centre, which pro-
vides community-based social and 
health services for youth, welcomed 
the band with a tour of the facility be-
fore the performance. 
Maddy, a graduate of the centre’s 
youth leadership program, guided the 
band through art-covered corridors 
decorated by the young people. 
She explained how the “one-stop re-
source centre for marginalized youth” 
has become her home.
“I came in and after that I didn’t 
want to go anywhere. You grow so 
much as a person if you stay here” she 
said. “I call this home. It’s safe. It’s hap-
py. It’s warm.”
Maddy described the many services 
offered at the centre, including past 
private rooms for counselling services, 
washrooms designed for people with 
disabilities, laundry machines, lockers 
and more. 
“We’re only growing further and 
growing higher,” she said. “It’s amaz-
ing.”
After the tour, Malinowski gave an 
acoustic performance before joining 
with his bandmates to distribute auto-
graphed free CDs.
Bassist Eon Sinclair said that be-
cause Bedouin Soundclash gets asked 
to take part in so many events, its band 
members are forced to be fairly selec-
tive in where they contribute their 
time. 
He described Re*Generation as an 
especially beneficial movement for 
youth.
“There’s such a strong focus on 
home- and life-skills and those are the 
things that will take you wherever you 
need to go, regardless of where you 
come from,” Sinclair said. 
Drummer Sekou Lumumba empha-
sized the importance of having a place 
where youth can develop life skills.
“I personally had no idea of the num-
ber of kids in need,” he said.
Re*Generation reaches out to the 
65,000 youth in Canada who have no-
where to call home. A spokeswoman 
for Virgin Mobile said the movement is 
on track to raise $250,000 for this year 
alone.
“You grow 
so much as 
a person if 
you stay 
here
MADDY
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
441 students attended 
352 of them voted for the removal of 12 directors from office
Interim directors were appointed with 338 votes 
A new set of bylaws was adopted with 306 votes
Source: The Runner newspaper website
KWANTLEN
student association
MARTIN WISSMATH photo
Social activist Naomi  Klein (far 
right) with protesters in front of the 
demolished Pantages Theatre on 
Thursday. 
Editor KhEthiwE rudd thE VoicE, Friday, dEcEmbEr 02, 2011campus news 3
LSU’s Festival of Lights promotes green presents that also please Mother Earth 
Credit bureau report states debt has not newly increased, experts disagree on the causes
By Jen St. DeniS
Langara faculty, staff and students are getting ready to do some of San-ta’s legwork preparing Christmas 
hampers for students in need.  
The Adopt a Family program has 
been running for over 10 years, accord-
ing to financial aid advisor Debra Fin-
ley. Financial aid organizes the pro-
gram, matching the families and 
donors anonymously. 
The office finds students in need 
through their bursary program, the 
Langara Daycare Centre, and just by 
talking to students who drop into the 
financial aid office.
“It’s just us talking to the students 
and then we find out what their stories 
are and try and help them out,” 
said Finley.
Last year 32 families received ham-
pers. Finley said the majority of the re-
cipients are single parents.
Financial aid gives donors a profile 
of the family, including where they 
shop for groceries, the ages and gen-
ders of the children in the family, and 
what the children want for Christmas.
The photo-imaging department has 
been adopting a family every year for 
the past five or six years, said depart-
ment chair Catharine O’Brien-Bell.
“We get things like a gift card for 
Save-on or Superstore so they can have 
a really nice meal,” O’Brien-Bell said. 
“We often put in things like candles 
and napkins and some Christmas deco-
rations and things like that.”
The photo-imaging students thems-
leves also get involved.
“One year the students were so into 
it they went to Walmart and basically 
bought out the whole store,” said 
O’Brien-Bell. “We don’t force the stu-
dents to help, I basically put it out 
there, but I think it’s really good for 
people to realize that no matter how 
little we have there’s always someone 
with less.”
People in need receive 
groceries for the holidays 
thanks to the college’s help
Canadians forced to stop borrowing?
Langara 
Adopts a 
Family
By eMMA CRAWFORD
C
anadian personal debt has been 
stable over the past nine months 
but that’s not necessarily a good 
thing.
According to the latest quarterly 
analysis issued by TransUnion, one of 
the largest credit bureaus in North 
America, the country’s debt hasn’t ris-
en in the past months despite almost 
six years of consecutive increases.
Thomas Higgins, TransUnion’s vice 
president of analytics said in the report 
that “global economic uncertainty 
surely played a part in Canadians’ 
move to further draw down their debt 
load.”
Lanny Zrill, an economics instructor 
at Langara College, disagrees that peo-
ple are purposely making the decision 
to stop borrowing money.
“I tend not to favour the explanation 
that people are using common sense,” 
Zrill said.
 He said a possible expanation is that 
Canadians are simply maxed out.
“People have borrowed so much, 
[that] they can no longer afford to take 
on more debt,” Zrill said. They “have 
literally borrowed to the point where 
they are teetering on the edge.”
The report shows Canadians’ aver-
age consumer debt, that does not in-
clude mortgages, declined in the third 
quarter of 2011, to around $26,000.  
Zrill said it is “a bit confusing” that 
debt levels should be stabilizing since 
interest rates are currently very low, 
which normally leads to people bor-
rowing more.
The Wall Street Journal stated in 
June that Canadian household debt 
had reached an all-time high. 
Not unlike our neighbours to the 
south Bloomberg.com reports a similar 
drop in household debt for the U.S., 
saying the average level declined by 0.6 
per cent in the third quarter. However, 
it reported in July that household debt 
was in “worse condition than at any 
other point in history since the Great 
Depression.” 
Canadian debt levels vary widely by 
province.
British Columbia has the highest av-
erage debt, at almost $37,000 per con-
sumer. This is more than twice the lev-
el in Quebec, with less than $19,000 per 
consumer.
“They can 
no longer 
afford to 
take out 
more debt
LAnnY ZRiLL, 
Langara 
economics 
instructor
	 Most hampers are donated by the departments
	 Sometimes the fiancial aid office gets requests for 
specific items
	 The hampers are decorated and given in Rubber-
maid containers
Source: financial aid office
	
ADOPT A FAMILY
Facts
Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer poses 
with Mugurel Mic, an 
environmental 
committee member at 
the LSU’s Festival of 
Lights yesterday.
 
JENNIFER FONG 
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Students make cards out of 
recycylable materials during 
the LSU’s Festival of Lights 
yesterday.
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‘Muse’ exhibit opens at Langara
Design 
stu-
dents 
finally 
reap 
the fan-
tastical 
fruits 
of their 
toil
Santa Claus visits the 
Students’ Union Building 
bearing gingerbread, cards 
and table hockey
SUB full 
of holiday 
cheer
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
A
fter three months of lengthy 
hours and hard work, Langara’s 
second year design formation 
students finally unveiled their 
exhibit last night.
The exhibit, entitled Muse, is a col-
lection of mannequins, each telling a 
story of their own through their visual 
adornment and construction. The ex-
hibit is a visually stunning exploration 
of what design formation instructor 
Kevin Smith called a lost art form.
“We can create theatre that is an ex-
tension of fashion,” he said of display 
design. “That’s when you see dressing, 
that’s when you see drama, that’s when 
you see attitude and the full potential 
of taking the story further . . . and that’s 
what mannequins are, they’re story-
tellers.”
Smith, a veteran of the display man-
agement industry, said the presence of 
dramatic window display has dwindled 
over the years. 
He likened a beautiful window dis-
play to a strong fashion editorial in the 
sense that each grips its audience with 
its attention to detail.
“There is nothing better than being 
that window dresser standing across 
the street after working a 12 hour day 
and watching people walk up to your 
window and standing there for 20 min-
utes . . . going back and forth on de-
tails,” he said. “There ain’t no better 
feeling.”
The display industry is 90 per cent 
grunt work and 10 per cent glamour at 
the end, said Smith. 
Under the joint tutelage of Smith and 
graphics instructor Marcela Noriega, 
the students spent up to 50 hours a 
week preparing for the exhibit. They 
did everything from creating fake cup-
cakes to seeking out sponsorship for 
the exhibit, often coming in on week-
ends to take part in workshops on de-
sign techniques.
“Collectively we have got an amaz-
ing group of second year students, all 
really talented,” said Sherry Hancock, 
the chair of the design formation de-
partment. 
“It’s always a bumpy road when you 
have 19 creative people in the room, but 
in the last week or so it’s all come to-
gether.”
Liza Child is one of the 19 design for-
mation students behind the exhibit. 
She said the preparation has been a 
“full-time job,” but that the event is a 
huge stepping-stone for the students as 
a group.
“It’s been beautiful,” she said. “It’s 
been a lot of collaborative work, seeing 
a lot of strength in each of us.”
Muse will run from Dec. 1-Dec. 15. 
From Monday to Friday, the exhibit 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
on weekends from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
ALEXANDRA GRANT photos
The students in Langara’s Design Formation program are displaying the culmination of their efforts at their exhibit Muse until Dec. 15.
By JENNifER foNG
Christmas came early this year to the Langara Students’ Union building yesterday.
The three-hour Festival of Lights de-
lighted students, promoted awareness 
about environmentally friendly ap-
proaches to gift giving, and raised 
money for local charities.
“It turned out really well,” said Eli 
Zbar, LSU’s media liaison. “We had lots 
of people coming through and every-
one enjoyed the activities.”
Festivities included cookie decorat-
ing, a gingerbread house contest, holi-
day refreshments, and gingerbread 
men.
“If there’s no gingerbread, some-
thing’s missing from Christmas,” said 
Gunkirat Randhawa, LSU’s women’s li-
aison.
The event also featured a card mak-
ing station. Cards were made out of re-
cycled paper and decorated with natu-
ral materials.
“We just wanted to try to make it a 
little less impactful on the environ-
ment,” said Surya Carmichael, one of 
the organizers of the station. “It was 
cool to see all of the creative cards peo-
ple made,” she added.
Miniature, replantable, Christmas 
trees were also sold at the event as an 
alternative to the larger, plastic variet-
ies.
The event also had an air hockey ta-
ble, a Dance Dance Revolution arcade 
game, and a photo booth.
“It’s a good way for people to de-
stress and get them into the winter 
mood,” said Carmen Chan, LSU inter-
national affairs coordinator.
Fine arts student Lisa Recchia 
agreed.
“It’s nice to have Christmas stuff just 
before exams because everyone’s 
stressed out,” she said.
“It was pretty fun,” she added. “I 
liked the free food.”
A raffle was also held, raising $100 
for the Greater Vancouver Food Bank. 
Chan noted that students were so 
generous, many donated more than the 
ticket price.
Mugurel Mic, an environmental 
committee member, called the event 
“very rewarding.” He liked “seeing 
people get involved and doing some-
thing for fellow students.”
Zbar called the event a success. 
“Hopefully, students will look for-
ward to the events for next semester,” 
he said.
JENNIFER FONG photos
The SUB played host to a Christmas 
celebration yesterday, complete 
with gingerbread.
MATT HYNDMAN photos
Langara’s library was transformed into a swanky art gallery Thursday 
night as the college played host to the Art-fully Yours silent auction. 
Around 350 guests competed to take home their favourite pieces from the 
roughly 340 works on display.
“There are works from 200 artists, which includes art students and facul-
ty,” said Deborah So, one of the organizers of the event. “There is even one girl 
taking biology who [submitted a piece].”
The estimated prices ranged from $1,000 for the most expensive paintings 
down to $20 for some of the handmade pieces.
ART LOVERS ENJOY THE ART OF A DEAL
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By Jen St. DeniS
F
or the past 11 months, one Van-
couverite has been living all Ca-
nadian, all the time. 
Darren Barefoot committed 
2011 to eating, buying, watching, and 
reading only products made in Canada. 
The professional marketer and tech-
nical writer has been blogging about 
the project and plans to spend 2012 
writing a book about his experience.
“I’m a curious person, so I was just 
kind of interested in the intellectual 
question of how could one live if one 
tried,” said Barefoot. “And I’m a patriot 
too, so being able to shine a light on Ca-
nadian products and media and servic-
es appealed to me.”
Barefoot found that living Canadian 
is easier said than done.
 “There are whole categories of stuff 
you can’t buy, like running shoes or 
hiking shoes, clothes generally, and 
sunglasses and contacts.”
Canadian food was easier to find. But 
Barefoot still spent more time and ef-
fort than usual at the grocery store, es-
pecially since he doesn’t really like to 
cook or even think about food.
“I have to think about it every day, I 
have to think about it all the time,” said 
Barefoot. “What to buy at the grocery 
store, scheduling visits to the farmers 
markets, freezing berries and fruit for 
the winter so I’ll have some kind of 
sugar in the winter.”
Any refined sugar, coffee, tea or or-
ange juice was out of the question. 
Barefoot also had to cut out Coke, 
which he often drank before the project 
started. Now he just drinks water. He’s 
lost about six pounds in the past few 
months. 
Although the project showed how 
few products are manufactured in Can-
ada, Barefoot said he’s “not somebody 
who believes in the entirely irrational 
idea that you could move a lot of manu-
facturing back to North America” al-
though, “it is striking how relatively 
little we now make in Canada, [com-
pared with] how much we used to 
make.”
Rather, he said, the project is meant 
to be about thoughtful consumption.
“It’s just about thinking more care-
fully about what you eat and what you 
put on your body in terms of clothes 
and what you bring into your home,” 
said Barefoot.
Now that the project is almost over, 
Barefoot says he will continue buying 
some of the products, such as Vancou-
ver-based Sapadilla soap, and will con-
tinue to visit farmers markets. But he’ll 
be glad to be able to make his first trip 
in a year to U.K.-based The Body Shop 
for his favourite brand of shaving 
cream.
Read about his endeavour on his 
blog at www.oneyearonecanadian.ca.
Vancouverite 
Darren Bare-
foot has lived 
purely Canadi-
an for the past 
11 months as a 
project called 
One Year, One 
Canadian. He 
even has his 
own logo (left).
Photo courtesy of 
Darren Barefoot
“It is strik-
ing how 
relatively 
little we 
now make 
in Canada, 
[compared 
to] how 
much we 
used to 
make.  
DARRen 
BAReFOOt
Purely Canadian for a year
Living the maple leaf dream is sometimes easier said than done
Perfect 
gifts for 
under 
$30
Here are some great gift 
ideas that will get you 
smiles, not an overdraft
By DeVOn MACKenZie
Finding holiday gifts on a student budget can be tough but The Voice has some gift suggestions under 
$30 to make your seasonal shopping 
simpler.
For the tea lover in your life, the 
Riklig teapot with tea infuser from Ikea 
makes a great gift idea.
The built in, but removable infuser 
allows tea enthusiasts to brew loose-
leaf tea and remove it neatly once it’s 
adequately brewed. Available for $9.99 
at Ikea. 
At the same price, Ikea’s Blossande 
set of three tea accessories (tea ball, 
tea squeezer, and honey tuner) is an af-
fordable add on to the teapot, or works 
well as a standalone gift too.
For the coffee lover on your holiday 
list, the Bodum stainless steel travel 
mug/coffee press from Ming Wo Cook-
ware on East Pender Street gives cof-
fee connoisseurs a convenient method 
to brew fresh coffee on the go. $26.99 
in-store or at www.mingwo.com.
Whiskey fanatics will love Terofor-
ma’s set of nine whiskey stones that 
cool your whiskey but don’t dilute it 
like ice cubes do. $29.99 at Cookworks 
on West Broadway or Howe Street.
Ladies, the man in your life (and his 
winter-chapped lips) will thank you if 
you get him Sephora’s set of four Origi-
nal Jack Black Lip Balms. For $25 his 
lips will be silky smooth all winter 
long.
For the avid adventurer, the Para-
cord bracelet is a must-have. The 
bracelet, which begins at less than two 
inches long, unravels to 16 feet long 
and functions as a bungee cord, a tow-
rope and as a lashing cord. $24.95 at 
www.survivalstraps.com.
Men, keep your lady’s hands smooth 
and protected with Cake Beauty’s Milk 
Made Hand and Cuticle Buffer. This 
succulent hand savior keeps winter 
hands from getting dry and rough and 
will keep your lady’s hands happy all 
winter long. $16 at Sephora.
Once her hands are smooth and sat-
iny, make sure they stay warm with 
touch-screen texting gloves. These 
gloves feature special fabric inserts at 
the tips of the index and thumb fingers 
to keep hands texting in the cold. Avail-
able on Amazon.ca for $14.99.
And lastly, for the person that has 
everything, contemplate having Sta-
ples make them a custom calendar 
with their favourite photos. 
Calendars cost anywhere between $8 
and $30 and Staples can have them 
made up within a day. 
Meat eaters chew through guilt — study
By ALAnnA HARDinGe-ROOneY
Meat eaters deny mental capacities 
to animals to justify eating them, ac-
cording to new research from a team of 
psychologists at Australia’s University 
of Queensland.
The study found that when people 
are reminded of the harm their carniv-
orous behaviour has on animals, they 
judge those animals to possess fewer 
intellectual and emotional faculties 
compared to when they are not re-
minded.
“Denying minds to animals reduces 
concern for their welfare, justifying the 
harm caused to them in the process of 
meat production,” research leader 
Brock Bastian said in a press release.
According to Bastian, people don’t 
enjoy thinking about where their meat 
comes from and the processes it goes 
through before it arrives at the grocery 
store.
“Animals have thoughts and feel-
ings, I just disconnect the meat from 
the actual animals,” Langara history 
student Brett Swanson said.
He said he feels guilty about the pain 
factory-farmed animals suffer, but he 
likes the taste and convenience of meat 
too much to adopt a vegetarian diet.
Arts and sciences student Katie 
McAllister said that she was born into 
a meat-eating household and because 
of that, she never thought to question 
the practice.
“My parents were meat eaters, so I 
just started eating meat … you don’t 
even think about it being linked to 
something because it’s in this pack-
age,” she said.
Amanda Yunker is a volunteer at the 
Humane Society of Canada. She 
stressed the large disconnect between 
people’s view of animals and their view 
of meat.
“As the population grows in cities, 
there’s less and less opportunity for 
people to do things like fish and hunt 
and find their own food,” said Yunker. 
“Everything has become factory pro-
duced, meaning that people are so far 
removed from where their food comes 
from that they lose sight of the fact that 
these animals are being treated so 
poorly.”
Yunker also pointed out that the at-
titudes people have toward meat and 
animals and are culturally determined.
“People in China eat dogs, and Hin-
dus are horrified if people eat cows,” 
said Yunker. 
“It’s all meat technically, but some-
how we attribute more intelligence to 
one than another.”
According to Yunker, the best way to 
assuage the guilt of eating meat is not 
by denying that animals have thoughts 
and feelings, but by giving up meat al-
together.
“If I can’t kill an animal and be okay 
with it, then why would I eat meat,” 
said Yunker.
But for some people, it just isn’t that 
simple.
“I like pepperoni pizza too much,” 
said Swanson. 
People who eat meat generally do not believe that animals have mental qualities. There’s a disconnect 
between animals having feelings and thoughts and eating their meat, says a recent Australian report
DEVON MACKENZIE photo
Don’t forget anyone on your list!
“You don’t 
even think 
about it be-
ing linked 
to [an 
animal] 
because it’s 
in a pack-
age.
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Vancouverites feel less safe than Canadians in other cities, according to a study released 
by Statistics Canada yesterday.
The study is based on data 
gathered in 2009 
for feelings of 
personal safety 
and perception of 
crime in Cana-
dian metropolitan 
areas. 
The Canadian 
average for 
feelings of 
satisfaction with 
personal safety 
was 93 per cent. 
Out of 33 Cana-
dian cities 
surveyed, Vancouver ranked the 
lowest with feelings of personal 
safety at 87 per cent.
It’s not significant enough of a 
difference to warrant any serious 
concern. Besides, the actual rates of 
crime, while somewhat higher in 
Vancouver than other major centres 
like Toronto and Montreal, were not 
near the worst in the country in 
2009.
Crime makes the news because 
it’s rare. If we educate ourselves on 
the actual facts and data, our 
feelings of safety should only be 
increasing.
Violent crime affects our percep-
tion of safety the most. In 2009, the 
violent crime severity in Vancouver 
was 17.8 per cent higher than the 
national average. 
That’s nothing to brag about, 
certainly, but violent crime severity 
in Saskatoon, Regina and Winnipeg 
were 54.7, 55.6, and 87 per cent 
higher than the average, respec-
tively. Yet Vancouverites still felt 
less safe than Canadians in any of 
those cities.
Crime is higher in the wild west; 
however, 96 per cent of Saskatonians 
reportedly felt satisfied with their 
personal safety. Vancouverites 
definitely felt less safe than they 
should have. Or Saskatonians were 
just blissfully ignorant.
Violent crime in Vancouver was 
particularly highly publicized in 
2009, which would have affected our 
feelings of personal safety. That was 
the year of the infamous gang war, 
when targeted slayings were 
reported on the nightly news with 
disturbing regularity. The spike in 
violence was so severe it made 
national headlines. 
A report from Maclean’s maga-
zine published in March, 2009 listed 
Vancouver with the fifth-highest 
murder rate in Canada. Port 
Coquitlam was number one (based 
on 2007 data). Low feelings of 
personal safety were understand-
able at least, if not justified. Violent 
crime actually fell in Vancouver by 6 
per cent from 2008 to 2009.
On the positive side, despite the 
blood-spattered scenes from their 
city making the news that year, 87 
per cent of Vancouverites felt 
satisfied with their personal safety. 
They’re right, since the crime rate 
has continued to fall since the late 
1980s. Violent crime fell by another 
10 per cent in Vancouver in 2010.
There’s no sign that downward 
trend won’t continue.
One Vancouverite has challenged himself to live all-Canadian, all the time, for an entire year.
Darren Barefoot has been writing 
about his experiences on his blog 
One Year, One Canadian for the past 
11 months.
His reasons for living this way 
were to be patriot and to discover 
how one could live off of only 
Canadian products, media and other 
services. He wants the project to be 
about thoughtful consumption.
The task demonstrates how few 
products are made in Canada. It has 
also saw him lose weight, when he 
switched from drinking pop to water 
because Coke, one of his favourite 
drinks, is not made in Canada.
If one Canadian is struggling to 
live directly off of Canadian prod-
ucts, how would the rest of Canada’s 
34 million people survive?
Barefoot is 
surviving. He 
displays pictures 
of maple candy, 
maple syrup cola, 
frozen berries, 
leather boots 
from Roots, and 
underwear from 
Nova Scotia 
(Stanfield’s has 
been selling 
Canadian made 
underwear since 
1856) on Facebook.
However, he does write about the 
difficulty of finding Canadian items.
We are lucky enough to have 
imports bringing in goods, both 
manufactured and raw. 
Without these imports we would 
be living off maple sugar and 
products covered in beaver prints.
Obviously, I am kidding. But, it 
would be difficult and unsustainable. 
Statistics Canada reported that in 
2007, Canadians imported around 30 
per cent of our food. Last year alone, 
Canadian’s spent over $57 million on 
consumer goods such as clothing 
and footwear.
While most of our imports come 
from the U.S. it is not the only 
country we rely on. Shipments from 
overseas generates a huge carbon 
footprint, yet we don’t seem to care. 
We continue to rely on imports. 
If the zombie apocalypse were to 
occur we would be totally incapable 
of taking care of ourselves.
Apparently, Canadians are getting smarter, at least when it comes to money.
According to a report by credit 
agency TransUnion, Canadian’s 
total debt has either dropped or 
remained steady. 
Common causes, or should I say 
blames, for debt include a poor 
economy, student loans, high costs 
of living and spendthrift spouses.  I 
forgot the most important one: plain 
old stupidity.
This year, the average Canadian 
has only $25,603 in debt, down $106 
from the previous year.  Good job, 
guys.
This year, I have $0 in debt, the 
same as last year.  
It’s not because I have the luxury 
of a cushy job where I’m ridiculously 
overpaid. 
It’s not because 
I have a sugar 
daddy in the 
aforementioned 
scenario.
It’s because I’m 
not enticed by the 
latest trends, and 
I don’t prescribe 
to the rat race of 
keeping up with 
the Joneses.
I don’t describe 
50 per cent off of a $2,000 dress as “a 
good deal.” 
And yes, I’m quite satisfied with 
my laptop that’s half as fast as the 
latest model, thank you very much.
I live within my means, and 
somehow, am able to make do 
without the latest, greatest and 
shiniest of everything.
Now, I’m not making light of this 
national epidemic. 
People do have valid reasons for 
drowning in debt that I’m grateful 
not to have any firsthand knowledge 
in. 
If you’re going through job losses, 
medical emergencies, or soap-opera 
dramatic divorces, my heart goes 
out to you.
But if your credit card bills are a 
mile long because you have poor 
impulse control, there will be no 
sympathy from this corner.
According to the World Bank, 
almost half of the world lives on less 
than $2.50 a day. 
If that’s possible, maybe it’s 
possible for people to forego those 
daily $5 cappuccinos and those 
weekly $100 dine-outs every once in 
a while, at least until that debt is 
paid off.
Now, that would be smart.
Despite StatsCan study, 
we shouldn’t feel unsafe
Being strictly Canadian is hard
Canadians 
must spend 
their money 
smarter
By Ruman Kang
K
ids laugh and squeal as they 
chase coloured scarves around 
the room. 
Other children tinker with 
vaccuum cleaners under the watchful 
eye of a Dyson engineer.
As of today, Science World is now 
home to their first ever Engineering lab 
thanks to the James Dyson Founda-
tion.  
The lab opening on Dec. 3 will be free 
to the public as a part of a Dyson-spon-
sored admission day. 
The new lab will be a permanent fix-
ture in Science World and features a 
two- story tall 
tangle of tubes 
and valves that al-
lows kids to ex-
periment with 
airflow.
  Brightly co-
loured scarves 
are sucked into 
the tube laby-
rinth, where kids 
can turn and di-
rect the valves to 
change the route 
that their scarves 
take before they 
rocket out of the 
tubes at the top.
“I liked when 
you can make the 
scarves go to dif-
ferent areas in 
the tubes. 
My favorite 
part is trying to 
catch the scarves 
afterward,” said 
Malika, 10.
“My favorite 
part was when 
the purple scarf went all the way from 
one side to the other. It was so cool,” 
added Stella, 7.
The engineering lab also includes an 
interactive classroom where children 
will learn about velocity, gravity, and 
other important engineering princi-
ples.
“It’s really about engineering and 
education. We want to inspire the next 
generation to consider engineering,” 
said Rob Green, lead engineer with Dy-
son.
During the launch of the interactive 
classroom children got first hand expe-
rience taking apart and putting togeth-
er all the pieces in a Dyson vacuum.
“ I like getting to see what was inside 
the vacuum, there are so many pieces 
and we get to use a screwdriver,” said 
Connor, 7.
The James Dyson foundation oper-
ates around the globe with the hope of 
inspiring and nurturing design engi-
neers of the future.
“The foundation’s main goal is to 
promote engineering and education 
and we work with really young chil-
dren all the way up to university level 
students with competitions, scholar-
ships, and grants,” said Green.  
The partnership with the James Dy-
son Foundation began three years ago 
when Science World installed energy 
efficient Dyson hand dryers in their 
washrooms.  
“Most hand dryers are really lame 
and we found one that actually worked 
and it said Dyson. 
We contacted them and asked them 
if we could tell their story,” said Bryan 
Tisdall, President and CEO of Science 
World. 
“One thing led to another we got ex-
cited, they got more excited and now 
we have this wonderful exhibit.”
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Engineering kids’ futures
Kids got a sneak peak at Science World’s 
new engineering lab on Thursday. The lab is 
sponsored by the James Dyson Foundation and 
focuses on inspiring children to learn about 
engineering.
RUMAN KANG
Science World gets a new, permanent engineering lab for children
“We want 
to inspire 
the next 
generation 
to consider 
engineer-
ing... 
ROB GREEN
Lead engineer 
with Dyson
	 installation grand 
opening and free 
admission Dec. 3
	 Science World 
opening hours: 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon-
day - Friday, 10 a.m. 
- 6 p.m. Weekends 
and Holidays
SCIENCE
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Canadians not afraid of crime, 
but Vancouverites are: StatsCan 
Statistics 
Canada 
study 
shows that 
residents of 
the rainy 
city are 
among 
the most 
scared, 
but not the 
most  
violent
By Ruman Kang
A new study released by Statistics Canada yesterday shows that Ca-nadians are not afraid of crime.
The study, released Thursday, shows 
that 93 per cent of Canadians are satis-
fied with their personal safety from 
crime. 
 The study was conducted in 2009 
and surveyed participants over the age 
of 15 in all ten provinces. 
British Columbians and specifically 
those surveyed in Vancouver were the 
least satisfied coming in four per cent 
short of the national average at 89 per 
cent.   
“We do have an issue with organized 
crime in B.C. that some other areas of 
Canada don’t have to deal with,” said 
Catherine Huth, criminal justice in-
structor. 
While violent crime rates in Vancou-
ver are higher than the national aver-
age by nearly 18 per cent Saskatoon, 
Regina and Winnipeg were all between 
twice and three times as violent ac-
cording to another StatsCan survey.  
“Especially in Vancouver it is really 
public if there is an incident involving 
organized crime it definitely makes the 
news,” said Huth.
With a satisfaction rating of 89 per 
cent a majority of Vancouverites have 
little concerns about their safety.
“I feel pretty good, living in the city I 
know what to look out for and I feel 
pretty safe,” said Dave Daniels, engi-
neering student. 
“Vancouver is pretty safe, every city 
has its darks spots and those are place 
that you avoid,” said Nisha Fauzi, po-
litical science and economics student.
Despite the fact that a strong major-
ity of Canadians are satisfied with their 
safety and crime rates are falling the 
federal government is trying to pass 
Bill C-10 calling for mandatory mini-
mum penalties and longer jail terms. 
“It’s going to cost billions of dollars 
in terms of building new prisons, hav-
ing more people go through the court 
system, and more police time so why 
are we spending all this money if it ap-
pears at least in this survey that people 
are not overly concerned about crime,” 
said Huth. 
Cyclists 
should be 
insured: 
poll 
A new Ipsos Reid poll says 
that motorists won’t give 
cyclists respect until they 
start obeying road rules 
By mORna CaSSIDY
More drivers think cyclists should be insured and carry an equal burden when it comes to 
respecting the rules of the road rules. 
According to a poll release by Ipsos 
Reid, four out of five Canadians say cy-
clists need to respect the rules before 
drivers will respect cyclists. 
Cyclists, and advocacy groups, how-
ever are of two mindsets about the pos-
sibility of cyclist insurance.  
“We would like to see insurance 
available to cyclists,” said Erin 
O’Mellinn of the Vancouver Area Cy-
cling Coalition, “but it should be uni-
versally accessible.”  
“From all of our research and con-
versations with ICBC, regulation like 
that is very costly to implement, it’s 
more costly than it benefits people.”
If cyclers insurance were to be im-
plemented by the province some of the 
more typical requirements for other 
forms of insurance, such as vehicle or 
property ownership or minimum age 
restrictions would have to be reconsid-
ered said O’Mellinn.  
“A change in regulations would have 
to mean insurance is accessible to cy-
clists but not mandatory,” she said. 
“This is the only way to ensure that cy-
cling will still allow people of all ages 
and incomes to be able to get places in 
an active and 
healthy way.”
While the VACC 
can appreciate the 
broader picture 
benefits of insuring 
cyclists, every day 
riders are less con-
vinced and express 
concern over the 
added expense.
“I ride my bike 
because it doesn’t 
cost me anything. 
My bike itself was 
only $200 if it gets 
destroyed or stolen 
I’ll replace it for a 
similar amount,” 
said Bethany Hunt-
er a student at Lan-
gara College.  
For cycling advocate and life-long 
cycle-commuter Emily Willobee, part 
of the problem is that the few cyclists 
who break the law make the rest of 
those on two wheels look bad.
“When a cyclist runs a red light, it’s 
usually in front of a lineup of people 
waiting in their cars, so there’s a per-
ception that more cyclists are breaking 
the law then actually are.”
  Drivers, however, maintain strong 
agreement with the proposition result-
ing from the poll.  
“I think it would make cyclists more 
conscientious when running red lights 
and stuff, if they knew they may have to 
pay a deductible for hitting my car, 
maybe they would think twice,” said 
Matt Kilburn, a landscape architect 
who uses his car for daily commuting.   
Every year in Vancouver there is 
1,300 crashes involving cyclists, small 
compared to the 200,000 vehicle acci-
dents that occur annually.  The Insur-
ance Corporation of British Columbia 
currently only offers insurance to driv-
ers of motor assisted cycles.
“If [cyclists] 
knew they 
may have 
to pay a 
deductible 
for hitting 
my car, 
maybe 
they would 
thing twice
maTT KILBuRn
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Fans toss bears for charity
The Vancouver 
Giants bring holi-
day cheer to the 
ice in December
Whitecaps 
close on 
big signing
By Shawn Gill
The Vancouver Canadians are prov-en winners on the field and now they are being recognized as win-
ners in the community.
On Nov. 29, Baseball America an-
nounced the Canadians as 2011 win-
ners of the Bob Freitas Award, for best 
operator in minor league baseball at 
the Single–A level.
“In baseball management this is the 
Stanley Cup of awards,” said Rob Fai, 
the Canadians play-by-play announcer 
and assistant general manager.
The team drew a record 162,162 fans 
to Nat Bailey Stadium during their run 
to the Northwest League Champion-
ship. 
In the last five years approximately 
half a million people have come to see a 
rejuvenated team under the ownership 
of Jake Kerr and Jeff Mooney, who took 
over the Canadians in 2007. 
Before the start of the season the 
club gained even more popularity 
when it announced it was the Single-A 
affiliate of MLB team the Toronto Blue 
Jays.
However, it’s been the Canadians’ 
emphasis on family, affordability and 
fun that  has made it a mainstay in the 
community.
“I don’t think there’s another sports 
team in the province that operates with 
an environment that’s so family friend-
ly,” said Jeff Holloway, the Canadians 
sales and community relations coordi-
nator. 
 Tickets start at $12.50 each includ-
ing tax, meaning that a family of four 
can take in a game at Nat Bailey Stadi-
um for less than it costs for the cheap-
est seat at a Canuck’s game. 
“We try to have as many things go-
ing on here at the ball park as possible 
and try to make it entertaining and 
fun,” Holloway said.
The team runs promotions like post-
game fireworks nights; a superstar se-
ries where Blue Jay alumni are hon-
oured; and family fun Sundays when 
kids can get autographs from their fa-
vourite players and are invited to run 
the bases after the ball game. 
“We want kids to come out here and 
get that positive memory,” Holloway 
said.
 VANCOUVER CANADIANS photo
The Canadians have garnered success by offering good 
prices and family-friendly entertainment.
Vancouver’s ball club has 
been named the best-run 
team by Baseball America
7641 SPORTSphoto
Hundreds of 
teddy bears hit 
the ice after the 
Vancouver Gi-
ants score.
Canadians are best franchise in baseball 
By lynda Chapple
J
ust in time for the holidays the 
Vancouver Giants are showing 
their spirit with their Giant 
Heart Weekend.
      On Friday, Dec. 9 the Giants hold 
their 10th annual Teddy Bear Toss fol-
lowed Saturday night by the 3rd annu-
al Fill the Rink on Renfrew: Food Bank 
Night.
“These are the last two games [be-
fore the holidays], after that they are 
on the road trip and finish off on the 
22nd,” said Mike Charters, spokesper-
son for the Giants.
The Teddy Bear Toss gives fans the 
opportunity to bring a new teddy bear 
to the game. When the Giants score 
the first goal against the Portland Win-
terhawks fans throw the bears on the 
ice and they will collect and donate 
them to the Lower Mainland Christ-
mas Bureau.
“When the first goal is scored it is 
kind of crazy you can’t see the lights 
because it is raining teddy bears,” said 
Chris Bayliss of the Lower Mainland 
Christmas Bureau. 
“Last year it was around 6,000 teddy 
bears that we picked up off the ice.”
For years the Teddy Bear Toss has 
been a popular Christmas promotion 
for many minor and junior hockey 
teams across North America. The tra-
dition started with the Kitchener 
Rangers of the Ontario Hockey League. 
The Calgary Hitmen hold the record 
for most bears on ice, 26,919 on Decem-
ber 7, 2007.
Specatators that don’t bring a bear 
can also buy one at the game with pro-
ceeds going to the Province Empty 
Stocking Fund. An additional $2 will be 
donated to the Lower Mainland Christ-
mas Bureau for each bear picked up off 
the ice as well as part proceeds from 
the entire night will go to the CKNW 
Orphan’s Fund.
 The Fill the Rink on Renfrew cam-
paign happens as the Giants face the 
Lethbridge Hurricanes. Tickets for 
this game can be purchased at a re-
duced price of $15 and the Giants will 
donate $5 to the food bank.  
Fans are to bring a non-perishable 
food item or baby supplies to the game 
to add to the donations.
After facing Portland and Leth-
bridge the Giants go on the road to face 
Seattle, then come back to B.C. to face 
Prince George.
Vancouver’s MLS team 
is close to signing South 
Korea’s Lee Young-Pyo to 
start at fullback in 2012
By paTRiCK JOhnSTOn
Reports indicate the Vancouver Whitecaps may be about to make a major signing, bringing in for-
mer South Korean international full-
back Lee Young-Pyo.
Lee’s agent, Jissen Agency, told Ko-
rean newspaper The Chosun Ilbo, “We 
still disagree on one or two details so 
we need a bit more time, but the White-
caps seem very interested in signing 
Lee.” 
Whitecaps play-by-play announcer 
Peter Schaad said bringing in a player 
like Lee would to the lineup would 
strengthen the back line and also add 
flexibility.
Schaad said new coach Martin Ren-
nie wants “pace, skill, work rate and he 
definitely sees the fullback being part 
of the plan.”
Lee’s ability to play both left and 
right back meant Rennie could consid-
er moving other players into new posi-
tions. Alain Rochat, for example, could 
move into midfield if Rennie wanted to 
play Lee at left back, Schaad said.
John Knox, president of the White-
caps’ supporters group The Vancouver 
Southsiders applauded the potential 
signing, but did have concerns.
“There are probably a few eyebrows 
being raised over this guy’s age,” Knox 
said. “But he was flying up and down 
the wings as early as last year so he’s 
possibly got a few good years left.”
Knox also feels that adding a player 
of Lee’s quality would help take pres-
sure off Rochat, the Whitecaps star left 
back. 
“[Rochat] is probably the best left 
back in the MLS, and adding a guy of 
Lee’s quality will be definitely be an as-
set to him.”
Lee collected 127 caps in his career 
before retiring from international soc-
cer after the January 2011 Asian Cup. 
He left Saudi Arabian club Al Hillal in 
June and has also played for PSV Eind-
hoven, Borussia Dortmund and Totten-
ham Hotspur.
Schaad said that being South Korean 
was a “bonus” for marketing the team. 
But added that a successful signing 
comes down to the quality of the player 
and what he brings to the team.
“[The Whitecaps] job is to win 
games and fill the seats.”
